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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 2661 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, SHUM. BC, SF, UK 

SUBJECT: SOLDIER INDICTED FOR MURDER IN TULI BLOCK INCIDENT 

REF: GABORONE 2618 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . PRESS REPORTS INDICATED THAT BDF LIEUTENANT OMPATILE 
TSWAIPE HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH THE MURDERS OF WILLIAM 
DE BEER, MICHAEL ARDEN AND NICHOLAS LOVE. THE THREE 
WERE KILLED MARCH 29 WHILE IN THE CUSTODY OF A BOSTWANA 
DEFENSE FORCE PLATOON UNDER TSWAIPE'S COMMAND. UK EMBOFF 
BAGSHAW TOLD US AUGUST 20 THAT HIS EMBASSY CONSIDERS IN- 
DICTMENT OF TSWAIPE SUFFICIENT RESPONSE TO REPEATED UK 
REQUESTS FOR GOB ACTION ON TULI BLOCK INCIDENT. ACCORD- 
ING TO BAGSHAW, OUTCOME OF TRIAL IS NOT IMPORTANT; IN- 
DICTMENT HAS ALREADY REMOVED IRRITANT IN UK/GOB RELATIONS 
AND REAFFIRMED BOTSWANA'S COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. COMMENT: DECISION TO FILE MURDER CHARGES AGAINST 
TSWAIPE MUST HAVE BEEN POLITICALLY DIFFICULT IN VIEW 
OF GROWING NATIONWIDE POPULARITY OF BDF. MOREOVER, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GABORO 02661 231314Z 

RADICAL OPPOSITION PARTIES MAY USE INDICTMENT AS PRE- 
TEXT TO CRITICIZE GOVERNMENT FOR KNUCKLING UNDER TO 
FOREIGN PRESSURE AND APPREHENSIONS OF RESIDENT WHITES. 

IN VIEW OF BOTSWANA'S REIGOROUS AND FAIR COURTROOM PRO- 
CEDURES, WE BELIEVE TRIAL WILL THROW ADDITIONAL LIGHT 
ON JUST WHAT HAPPENED IN TULI BLOCK INCIDENT. BUT 
INDICTMENT IN ITSELF UNDERSCORES BOTSWANA’S COMMITMENT 
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TO HUMAN RIGHTS, RULE OF LAW, AND NON-RACIALISM; IT 
ALSO ABSOLVES GOB OF CHARGES (PARTICULARLY FROM UK 
SOURCES) THAT IT WAS ATTEMPTING TO COVER UP THE "LOVE 
AFFAIR". 

ALBERTI 
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